
VINTAGE :2006wasacoolvintageingeneral,start-
ingwithawetwinterandspringthatdelayedbud-
breakandledintoaslow,evenripeningofthegrapes.
Then,aheatspikeinJulyhelpedthegrapescatchup
to a normal physiological ripeness, followed by an
unusually cool August that allowed the grapes to
completelyripen.

VINEYARD :This is thefirstvintage thatVioletta is
estategrownandbottled.Thegrapesweregrownat
our American Canyon Vineyard, which is certified
organicandBiodynamic®.Inthelowestspotofthis
cool vineyard, we’ve found the perfect conditions
of low-lying fog to grow botrytis-affected grapes.
In twosmallblocksweplantedafieldblend that’s
predominately Gewürztraminer and Riesling, plus
some Sémillon and Sauvignon Blanc and nurtured
it to encourage botrytis. Because of the unpredict-
ablenatureofbotrytis,thiswinetakesatremendous
amount of work, including several passes to pick
individual clusters as they become cloaked in the
moldthatcreatesthisuniquerichnessandflavorsin
awine.

THE WINE : This late harvest wine is the result of
botrytis,abeneficialmoldthatevaporatesmoisture
whileconcentratingtheflavorintheberrybutyield-
ingverylittlejuicewhenwepressthegrapes.Wefer-
mentedthethick,richjuiceandthenagedthewine
inFrenchoak todevelop its subtleflavorsand tex-
tures.Ripewhitepeaches,cloverhoneyandtoasted
almondsareprominent in thenoseand thewine’s
incredible depth coats the mouth with flavors that
linger forever.Thiswine isperfectwith fruit tarts,
richcheesesorserveitallbyitselffordessert.
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WINEMAKER’SNOTES

Alcohol...............14.36%byvolume
Fermentation.....indigenousyeast
Harvestdate......Oct.24through
 Nov.30,2006
Harvestsugar....37.0˚Brix
Residualsugar...10g/100ml.
Bottlingdate......May22,2008
Releasedate.......October1,2008
Totalacid..........7.5g/L
pH......................3.30
Timeinoak........18months
Typeofoak........75%newFrench
 oak;25%seasoned
 Frenchoakbarrels
Production.........687cases(12/375ml.)
Blend.................. afieldblendof
 Gewürztraminer,
 Riesling,Sémillon,
 &SauvignonBlanc
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