
VINTAGE :Budbreakcameearly in2003, followedby
acoolandwetspringthatsloweddowndevelopment.
Afteralong,steadygrowingseason,afewheatspikesin
Septemberacceleratedripening,whichwerefollowed
by days of cool weather, so we had a stop and go
harvest.WestartedpickingindividualblocksCabernet
thelastweekofSeptemberandwefinallyfinishedthe
thirdweekofOctober—aspanofthreeweeks.

VINEYARD : 2003 marks the first vintage that our
Cabernet Sauvignon is estate grown—meaning we
control everything from the vineyard to the bottle.
Our Yountville vineyard forms the backbone of our
NapaValleyblend.TheCabernethereistheInglenook
cloneonSt.Georgerootstock.Primarilydryfarmed,
thesevineshavepushedtheirrootsdeepintotherocky
soil, which provides excellent drainage and creates
intensely-flavored grapes. By blending wine from
our Yountville vineyard with small amounts from
our Rutherford and Calistoga vineyards, which are
all farmedorganically,wecreatea complexCabernet
Sauvignonwithadistinctivepersonality.

THEWINE :Thelong,unevengrowingseasonproduced
grapeswiththickerthannormalskinsandbigtannins
so during fermentation and barrel aging we were
carefultoavoidextractingharshtannins.Theresultisa
dark,muscularwinewithintriguingaromasoflicorice,
cedar and blackberries with a hint of earthy truffles.
Wonderfully drinkable upon release, the wine’s firm
tannin structure promises it will benefit from aging
and makes it the perfect partner with grilled steak,
roastedlamboraheartybeefstew.
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WINEMAKER’SNOTES

Alcohol..............14.7%byvolume
Fermentation.... indigenousyeast
 5weeksofskincontact
Harvestdate.....Sept.23-Oct.22,2003
Sugar.................25.0˚Brix
Bottlingdate..... January2006
Releasedate...... January2007
Totalacid.........6.0g/L
pH.....................3.65
Timeinoak......21mos.inFrenchoak
Typeofoak.......60%newFrenchoak
Production........14,634cases(12/750ml.)
  998cases(12/375ml.)
  316cases(6/1.5L)
  300bottles(3L)
  20bottles(6L)
 6bottles(9L)
Blend.................93%CabernetSauvignon;
 4%Merlot;2%Cabernet
 Franc;1%PetitVerdot
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